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H.   THE NAZI MENACE,  1933-9

Poland and Czechoslovakia. We have now to follow the steps
by which Hitler prepared for his war of vengeance on the victors
of Versailles. At first he had to proceed with extreme caution,
for if his enemies had realized what he had in store for them
they could, any time up to and including 1936, have marched in
and destroyed him. One of his first acts in foreign policy was
designed to prove to the world his pacific intentions. In January
1934 he signed a ten years' non-aggression pact with Poland.
Every one knew that the German-Polish frontier was one of the
most unsatisfactory parts of the Versailles settlement. Hitler
by this treaty proclaimed his intention of accepting the settle-
ment for ten years, or at any rate only pressing for such altera-
tions as the Poles would willingly accept. Poland swallowed the
bait and became friendly with Germany, drifting away from her
former ally France. France thereupon turned to Russia, and a
Franco-Russian alliance was signed in May 1935, Russia under-
taking to protect Czechoslovakia against German aggression, a
duty to which France had already pledged herself by the Locarno
treaty ten years earlier. Thus a new pattern was forming itself.
Of the two most obviously threatened of Germany's non-German
neighbours, one accepted a Hitler pledge; the other accepted the
pledges of France and Russia.

Austria. There was another, but not non-German, neighbour
of Germany whose continued existence as a separate state
seemed even more precarious, namely Austria. Austria was
the German-speaking remnant of the old Austro-Hungarian
empire. Perhaps it should never have been an independent
state. At the time of the Versailles settlement a demand for the
union (anschluss) of the Austrian Germans with the German
republic had been vetoed by France, and an economic union of
Austria and Germany had been vetoed by the International
Court at The Hague as recently as 1931. When Hitler assumed
power in Germany the ruler of Austria was Dollfiiss, an anti-
Nazi and an ally of Italy, which at that date was most anxious to
preserve the Austrian republic as a buffer state between Italy
and Germany. In July 1934 Dollfuss was murdered by Austrian
Nazis, probably acting under instructions from Berlin. It is